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MuMORAMDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT DIRECTCR FOR RESDARCH AND REPORTS

SURJECT: Research on Current Trends in Soviet ilconomic Policy

1. Along with the other members of the intelligence commu-
nity, the Board of Wational Bstimates has been following with
~reat interest the current trend in Soviet domestic economic
nolicy, in nartlcular the new program emphasizing the develorment
of agrienlture and the consumer-goods industries, As you lmow,
there has been congiderable debate over the nrecise character
of the program and its nrobable impact on Soviet industrial and
military strensth,

2. Cince this new Soviet economic progrem will have to
e examined in our fortheoming Soviet estimates, the Board feels
that the firmest possible research foundation should he laid before
the intelligence community take a firm position on the matter,
Moreover, the Roard helleves that agreement among the verious
ngencies can ba achieved more easily if there are available careful
analyses of's

2, Basic economic factors limiting the long-term
develonment of the Soviet economy, presumebly
ineluding the specifiec deficiencies which the
new rrogram is designed to remedy;

b. The character, magnitude, and probable effects
of the rrosram as planned;

e. Criticel economic factors affecting the mprob-
obility of successful imnlementation of the new
Program,

3, Jde feel sure that O/RR is already undertaking studies
designed to sunply all or most of this information, hut the Roard
would lile formally to emxpress its interest in the three subjects
listed above and request O/RR to make studies on them aveilable
to 0O/ME as soon as possible.

CITRMAN KENT
o Assistant Director
Mational Lgtimates
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